RECOLLECTIONS OF  A PLAYEE
more thoroughly than we ordinarily should have done in an acquaintance of several seasons in a theater. We always had our own private car, and the humblest person employed was treated, as far as the comforts of travel were concerned, in the same manner as were the principals. The journey across the continent thus became a thing to be desired rather than an experience to be avoided. During the journey we would pass the time in telling stories, in singing songs, playing cards, etc., and on one occasion when we made the trip with the company that was to present "Alabama," we had with us a colored quartet that was engaged to sing during the performance, and these vocalists much enlivened the hours by their negro melodies, delighting not only our own members, but others, who were eager listeners along the route.
My first trip to California had been made in 1878. While I was in Chicago with the Union Square Company I received an offer from the Baldwin Theater, at San Francisco, to go there and play two 176, and we grew thus to know one another 175e-173aws near its
